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I would like to present the current situation as we know 1b regarding 
naval vessel construction in Cexmmunist China, This will deni with types 
undey construction, volume, end the facilities for constructing these 
vessels, sid China's capebility fer prodneing componente. 7 does not 
dineuwss the vale of the jusk. . 

1: ‘The apparent decision to construct modern Soviet-moiel neval 
vessele in Comniset China has changed the stetus-quo of navel strength 
in the Far Beet. This decision hae resulted in delivery to the fleet of 
aubmarines, eaco2%> vessels, and eualler regeel types. Theee deliveries 
have elgnificantiy incresmed the strength of Chinese Gammunist caval 
forces. 

2. Communist Ching hes not had the iaduetrial hase to carry cut 
this navel, construction program by iteelf. Heosuge of this fect, It hee 
been neceswary for the USER to provide considerable amounts of technical 
essiotanne end matevial support. While the saagnitude of this sasietance 
ie ovt known, 1b is believed to Include the construction of ahipgbuiiding 
facilities, the supply of components, the supply of technical personnel, 
ond shin subassemblies, as well aw training of skilled techaicians. 

3. In order to fully appreciate the results obtained by Comuniet 
Ching in sewed ehip conmtiznetion, if ie necessary to understand the role 
played by the GEER. The decieion to undertake congtruction af Goviet 
model nevel vessels of necessity had to occur considerably in advance of 
actunl construction of the vessels beesuse of the lack of shipbutiding 
fauilities to suppost the construction progres. The USSR evidently 
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supported much of the facility development thet aid take place, iacluding 


| 

| 

| the Weehang Shigyerd and the installation eat Kutuag Giipyard. Tae Chinese 
| now possess modevn facilities designed for Sovieb-type mass production 

| techniques for the construction of mutmmrines and for destroyer-types- 

| When the setual construction began the USSR had a group of high caliber 
shipbuilding specialists in Chins to supervise, while at the same time 
Soviet taduetry was engaged in producing the necessary components and 
subasmenblies. Yhe indications are that initially most of the materials 
neenesery were supplied by the USSR. This eltustion may be changed 
gomewhat since it ie poseible thet Chinese Industry can now supply some 
of the materinl requirements. ‘There are a few iwiicoatians thet the YSGR 
ig engaged in reducing Cainene dependence upon the UBER for coxntponents 
by @apieting in the developuent of a naval component industry. None of 
the activities are wunugually eignificant taken singly, but together 

t repevesent on action on the part of the USSR which is already having 
significant impact, militertly snd yolttically, in the Far East. 

hh, Ag of the firet of thie year, at least 15,000 tone, Light ship 
weight (26,000 SET}, of Soviet-model. naval vessels have been built in 
Commniet Chinn, while the construction of ausll patrol oraft emount to 
ox edditiennl 9,000 tone (9700 Spr). It is estimated that the value of 
this toted output between 1950-96 amounts to approximately 200 million 
US 1955 dollars. 

Comuniet Chinn has produced over 200 naval vessels in the period 
since 1950. Ag te type, these veatela include W-clagsa subumrines, Riga 
disse eacort vessela, Kronstedt oubchasers, t-43 minesveepers, PS torpedo 
poate, smd suki, patrol erats. 
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the Chinese eve enphesining the W-clase long range submarine in their 
ship constraction program. Chiang-nan Shipyard in Shanghai bas been 
building ¥-cless aubmarines since 1955 and conptruction of this clases of 
sumacine fa believed to have commenced at Wucheng Shipyard on the Yangtme. 
qhere are § inclined building ways at Chiang-nan being utiliced in this 
production. The firwh series of four versnels required, approxiuately 
24-18 months to complete, woich is considerably longer then the 3-12 
nonthe regaixed to constructs this clase of submarine iu the USER. Wechang 
is believed to herve, ox will heave unter construction by the end of 4957, 
fours submarines. A second series of k subuarines ls currently on the woys 
at Chigng-nen, and there ere indicntions that we third series of 4 sulesarines 
wild, be bullt. Th de thought thet with the completion of the 12 sulmastines, 
submarine construction wili be traneferred from Chlang-~nan te Wachang and 
that all subsequent sulotirine construction will teke place 4b Wachang. 

The lergest surface savai vessel included in the navel ehipy consbruction 
progren 16 the Rigs claes escort veemel. The Chinese are building this class 
in the Baiamg Gaipyerd in Shanghai, in 2 new lnetailation patcernel after 
nodern Soviet shiphuilding installations. The Riga program appears to be 
moving slewly és indieated by only ®& partial utilization of the new instel- 
tation ent by the mathi. cuvber of vennels involved in reletion to the 
submarine progvam. Walle the program appears to be moving tlowly, the 
construetion tine of about 9 months approximetes the Seviet bullding tine 
for thie veegel clase. It lw believed thet this rate of congiruction har 
been abieined themigh the ase of the new insteliation which permite the 
agaenbly of Large subsections. The facility consists of three horizontal 
building ways, @ath of which will permit the eioulteneous. construction or 
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tuo Riga closes versels. The launching remap is designed ta provide 
centroliet side-leunching. Gince 1955, when the first vessel was laid 
down, four and possibly five Rigas have been launched and en additionet 
two venaele are believed under construction. 
the exmiller Soviet model naval types being built im China include 
the Kvonstadt claea subchaser, the 1-43 minesweeper and the P-6 torpedo boat. 


Thepe saxller naval veonele are being tullt at more limited shipyarde in 





Of the Kronstadt eubchasers It te 





estimated that 21 have been completed in Chinn, 13 in Shanghai et the 
Klousin Siipyerd end & et Whewpos Naval Dockyard. Minesweeper production 
is most difficult to estimate; hovever, 3 veosels ore considered plausible. 
Th im considered likely thet torpedo boat construction te confined to 
Shanghel et Canton at thie time. The anal) patrol craft built in Chinese 
doipyarde since 1950 are not considered to be of Soviet-design. About 200 
of thege vessels have been bulit; however, construction has been considerably 
curtailed with the introduction of the Soviet model navel vennela.— 

thie reiges the question of the degree of integration between Soviet 
qud Chinese nevel forces, if any, for logietics, training of personnel, 
davelopneat of nevel bases end command. 

A further question is the extent to which the USSR will permit the 
Chinese to become completely independent of the USSR in naval vessels or 


in navel components. 
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